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the regular customs were not by this means increased we are at a loss
to know, and we were surprized to find that though the amount of the
deduction from the annual revenue was 9,77,227 yet the customs, on a
medium of 6 years, have produced only 7,29433.
48.    It is impossible to lay the inferior officers employed in the collec-
tion  of the  customs  under  too  great restriction.     We  are  led  to   this
observation   from   a   complaint   upon   your   records   of   the   improper
behaviour of some of them in the  buzars at Calcutta.    The farmer of
the buzar duty ought not to be molested in making his collection, and
the venders of grain should 'be  at liberty to carry  it to  such markets
as they may prefer.
49.    The amount of fees on a rowannah appears to be very exhor-
bitant.    We  find  it stated  that  goods  to   the  amount  of   i   lack  pa>   a
fee to the Collector of rupees 250 where 2 rupees were paid formerly,
and that, as the i5th Regulation stands, the fee on  i lack may amount
to  a  thousand rupees.    We   agree  entirely  with   Mr.   Wheler  that   the
commerce of the country is thus loaded with a charge which it can ill
support.
50.    One  of  the  complaints  from   Serool   is   that   every   man   who
purchases   8   annas   worth   of   rice   or   any   other   article   is   obliged
to  go  80  miles for a  passport  to  convey  it  from   the  market  to his
own house, though the distance may not be one mile, or he is liable to
the payment of double duties.    This is another instance how little atten-
tion was paid to the real utility of the plan when you resolved upon its
institution.
51.    We remark likewise that the zemindars of Beerboom have com-
plained   that   the   Collector  at  Serool   collect[s]   money   upon   travellers
and  passengers,  and  upon  two  or  three  occasions  when  the  wives  of
Bengalee men have been carried from the habitation of their fathers to
that of their husbands, ornamented with new cloaths, he has collected a
duty   upon   them.     The   zemindars   conclude   their  representation   with
saying that unless their complaints are redressed the trade will be entirely
stopped, and Government will not only experience delays but great losses
in the revenue.    The Committee of Revenue likewise declare that unless
some  immediate steps are  taken for circumscribing* the powers  of the
officers of the customs a very considerable failure in  the revenues will
ensue,  Mr. Wheler at the  same  time observing that  the dissatisfaction
which generally prevails from the powers of the Commissioners of the
Customs very evidently appears both from the recorded and verbal com-
plaints of all men, and that he does not see any reason  to doubt the
reality of the grievances which are said to exist.    Therefore, we do not
hesitate to pronounce that your late regulations for the management of
the customs appear to us to have been made rather with a view of creat-
ing lucrative posts for a certain description of men, than with any design
either of encreasing the revenue or of promoting commerce.    And we are
confirmed in the opinion by the enormous percentage which you have